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I. Purpose 
Fort Lewis College is committed to observing Federal Policies and Regulations for the humane 
care and use of research animals. The Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) 
has the authority to review applications involving the use of animals in an ongoing basis. All 
activities and projects involving animals conducted by Fort Lewis College Faculty, Students or 
Staff are subject to IACUC review.   

1. Activities subject to review by the IACUC prior to initiation:  
1. Activities conducted by Faculty, Staff, or Students affiliated with Fort Lewis 

College as part of their College related responsibilities. 
2. Activities performed on the premises of the College. 
3. Activities performed with or involving the use of Fort Lewis College funds, 

facilities or equipment. 
4. Activities satisfying a requirement imposed by Fort Lewis College for a degree 

program or completion of a course of study. 
5. Activities conducted on a grant with researchers affiliated with Fort Lewis 

College. 



2. Projects subject to review by the IACUC prior to initiation:  
1. The use of live animals, animal blood or tissues in research, including medical, 

biological, behavioral and research with free-ranging wildlife. 
2. The use of live animals in educational settings, such as courses that use animals, 

animal blood or tissues to teach techniques, animal husbandry, veterinary 
procedures, or other demonstrations. 

3. The use of live animals for any testing, such as clinical tests, vaccine trials, and 
screening or diagnostic assays. 

4. Research projects conducted with other institutions. 
3. Projects that are exempt from IACUC review  

1. Use of tissues, organs or other parts of dead animals if the animals were not 
euthanized for the collection of these tissues. 

2. Observation of wild animals in their natural habitat without any capture or 
handling of the animals nor any manipulation of their habitat. 

II. Application Deadlines 
1. Faculty may submit IACUC applications at any time during the academic year, but 

proposals must be received at least 2 months prior to the start of the proposed research. 
2. For courses in which animals will be used, applications must be received by March 1 for 

courses occurring in the Fall Semester and by November 1 for courses occurring during 
the Spring Semester. 

3. Student applications are due on the same date that Undergraduate Research, Scholarship 
and Creative Activities Grant proposals are due. Applications are accepted in both the 
Fall and Spring semesters. Visit the Undergraduate Research web page on the Fort Lewis 
College website for due dates. 

III. Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee 
Guidelines 

1. Guidelines:  
Fort Lewis College adheres to the IACUC guidelines specified by the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH), wildlife guidelines specified by the American Society of Mammologists 
(ASM), wild bird guidelines specified by the American Ornithological Council (AOC) 
and amphibian and reptile guidelines specifed by the American Society of Ichthyologists 
and Herpetologists (ASIH): 

1. NIH Guidelines  
2. ASM Wild Mammal Guidelines  
3. AOC Wild Bird Guidelines  
4. ASIH Amphibian and Reptile Guidelines  

IV. Animal Research Training  

https://www.fortlewis.edu/undergraduate-research/ResearchGrants/FLCInternalGrants.aspx
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/guidebook.pdf
https://www.mammalsociety.org/uploads/committee_files/CurrentGuidelines.pdf
https://www.purdue.edu/research/regulatory-affairs/animal-research/docs/wildbirds.pdf
http://www.asih.org/sites/default/files/documents/resources/guidelinesherpsresearch2004.pdf


1. Prior to submitting an application for animal research, Faculty and Student researchers, as 
well as Course Instructors are required to complete animal research training. 

2. All researchers are required to complete the "Working with the IACUC's Collaborative 
Institutional Training Initiative" (Citi Program) course and if applicable, the "Wildlife 
Research," "Post Procedure Care of Mice and Rats in Research" and "Post Procedure 
Monitoring" courses. 

3. Fort Lewis College Students are also required to complete a hands-on Animal Research 
Training course. This course must be completed at least 2 weeks prior to submitting an 
application to the IACUC. 

1. For information regarding hands-on training, please visit the Contact Us page on 
Fort Lewis College's Institutional Animal Care & Use Committee website. 

V. Procedures Involving Animals 
1. Unless provided with explicit written permission from the IACUC, Students are not 

permitted to collect blood from subjects, administer anesthesia, give injections or 
euthanize subjects. These activities must be performed by Faculty. Students may be 
granted permission to perform these activities if their skills have been demonstrated and 
determined to be acceptable by an appropriate supervisor. 

2. All invasive, disruptive or manipulative work (e.g. blood collection, euthanasia) must be 
performed outside of the animal room and may not be done in the presence of other 
animals. 

3. Proposed Student projects will be evaluated on the degree of pain and suffering inflicted 
upon subjects relative to the contribution of the proposed work to the body of knowledge 
in the subject area.  This will be evaluated with the following criteria: 

1. Will the work be published in a peer-reviewed journal? 
2. Will this work positively contribute to a Faculty mentor's ongoing research 

program? 
3. Is the research significant enough to justify the anticipated pain and suffering? 
4. Are there alternatives to the protocol or can the number of subjects be reduced? 
5. What methods can be used to reduce pain or distress of animal subjects? 
6. Applications submitted to the IACUC should address the three R's of research 

with living subjects: reduction, replacement and refinement. 
4. For more information about the IACUC or questions about the submission of proposals to 

the IACUC, please visit the Contact Us page on the Fort Lewis College's Institutional 
Animal Care & Use Committee website. 

VI. Responsibilities  
For following the policy: Faculty, Students and Staff 

For enforcement of the policy: Fort Lewis College's Institutional Animal Care and Use 
Committee 

For oversight of the policy: Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 

https://www.fortlewis.edu/animal-research/Contact-Us.aspx
https://www.fortlewis.edu/animal-research/Contact-Us.aspx


For notification of policy: Policy Librarian 

For procedures implementing the policy: Fort Lewis College's Institutional Animal Care and 
Use Committee 

V. Consequences of Non-Compliance 
The department chair in consultation with the dean will determine appropriate consequences for 
non-compliance according to the provisions in the Faculty Handbook, Part II, Section 17, 
"Dismissal and other Disciplinary Actions." Disciplinary action up to and including termination 
as described in the Classified Employees Handbook, Exempt Employees Handbook. 
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